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honour in the face of all opposition was a great victory for the
Crown Prince. Religion, the Crown Prince assured his son Max
before his First Communion, was 'the greatest and most excellent
thing'.

Ludwig was much occupied throughout this time with the
construction of the Glyptothek and with plans for an immense
frieze in Valhalla, the Temple of Honour, which at his wish was
being built and decorated exclusively by German artists. He
endeavoured to secure Cornelius, then Director of the Academy at
Diisseldorf, for Munich, and to induce him to enter Bavarian
service. 'We could not get another man like him/1 And as Cornelius
intended taking up portrait painting, Ludwig decided to entrust
him with the work of 'painting the most beautiful of the fair sex
in Munich', and in this way to found a Gallery of Fair Women.
As one of the most enchanting in that gallery would shine the
Marchesa who so attracted him.

In the autumn of 1822 the Sovereigns of the Holy Alliance were
to meet in Verona, and Ludwig feared that they would decide to
take measures against those countries which had introduced
a Constitution.

As soon as the Crown Prince began to take an active part in
politics, he became aware of the limitations imposed upon him, and
his indefatigable spirit sought refuge in poetry. He collected his
poems with the idea of having them published at some future date.
Reading these effusions after the lapse of years, he recognized
that, written as they were under the influence of passing moods,
they were often greatly exaggerated. Ludwig admitted that he
often made the mistake of generalizing too thoughtlessly. He
recalled with embarrassment his passionate poems against the
Austrian Chancellor: 'I realize that I exaggerated with regard to
Prince Metternich and that my statements were not always
correct.'2

During his forced inaction, the Crown Prince considered what
measures he would introduce as soon as he came to the Throne.
First would come a considerable change of personnel. The
Crown Prince observed with anxiety that both State and the
Court were being run too extravagantly and that the finances
were in great confusion. He determined that once he was King
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